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Abstract: One of tJ,e major problems a. researcl,er frequently encou11ters while working 
on Shakespeare's plays is that of the tremendous amount of research that has already bee.11 
conducted 011 S1,akespeare. U11der tl,is circumstance, tJ,e film adaptations and tJ,e theatrical 
productio11s of Sl,akespeare plays available 011 tl,e lntemet and YouTube ope11 up a new way for 
him. Every reading of a literary work is a kind of rewriting of it, as also is its screen adaptation 
and tJ,eatrical production, where tl,e filmmaker and tJ,e director introduce a. lot of things 1101 
available ill tJ,e actual work, with results not always wholly beneficial for it. TJ,ey view (i11 this 
se11Se, studies) the work from tl,eir own perspectives, i11 the light of the social, political and 
cultural issues of their own time. Ill this sense, every screen adaptaJio11 or theatrical production 
of a literary work is a kind of new reading of it, and as such a new work, since it is not possible 
by any meam; to reproduce the "i11tents" of the original author. 

Ecocriticism is a11 emergent field of literary theory tl,at provides a new dimension for tJ,e 
interpretation of literary works. This paper aims to interpret the Bard of tlte Barracks company's 
theatrical production of Ki11g Lear from an ecocritical perspective, sJ,owing how tJ,e lmman 
world stands in an entropic re/atio11 to Nature whose peaceful atmosphere the cl,aracters disrupt. 
Lear's commodijicatio11 of nature is indicative of tlte ltumanist notio11 of the supremacy of man 
over Nature and his ultimate reduction to misery---to an animal-like state---questions tJ,e verity 
of sue/, a11 assumption. 
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There are two principal differences between the original Shakespeare play and the Bard of 
the Barracks company's theatrical production of the same: that of the setting and the replacement of 
a male character with a female one. Nature plays a very important role in the latter, since unlike in 

the former where some of the scenes take place in the palace and the castles and the others outside, 
here the entire action is set in different parts of a particular forest. This change in setting lends a 
completely different dimension to the play. The verdurous background not only gives an ecocritical 

tweak to it, but reinforces the atmosphere of harmony and disharmony. 

At the very outset, the natural environment is in a state of harmony that poses a striking 
contrast with the disharmony that characterize the human world depicted in the play. Bird songs are 
heard in the background, but in the midst of it is reported the king's decision to divide his kingdom 
among his three daughters. There is a sword struck into the ground, with a royal throne placed close 
to it. The sword and the throne are symbols of power and authority; they also signify human 

supremacy over nature. The throne is made of planks of wood, which evidently indicates the use of 
nature as a commodity to serve human purpose. The particular place where this scene is set has 
been weeded beforehand for the meeting to take place. There are clear signs of human activity 
affecting nature, though in a very minor way. The very beginning of the play establishes a 
dichotomy between nature and culture. Culture does not share a symbiotic relationship with nature. 

Culture is an entropy. Culture and nature are not mutually sustaining, co-existing systems. Human 
culture exists as an entropic system that has no symbiotic connections at all with the environment. 

The harmonious ambience that prevails at the beginning is soon affected by human activity. 
Lear arrives there with a few others. Sitting on the throne he declares, "Meantime we shall express 

our darker purpose." But why darker purpose? Maybe it is a darker purpose because it was so far 
kept a secret. But for an ecocritic, the word "darker" carries a different connotation; it is darker 

because it involves the division of the kingdom, and, therefore, the division of nature. It is much 
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